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Protecting your Firewire Interface

IEEE1394, also known as Firewire or i.Link, is a popular digital interface for linking
camcorders, tape machines, non-linear editing systems (NLE's) and similar devices. It
allows fast, convenient content transfer in the digital domain without loss of quality.

An issue with the IEEE1394 interface that is not so well known is its susceptibility to static
damage. Through our service centre, we see a number of people who discover this the
hard way. It is caused by an ungrounded device, such as a camcorder, being connected to
a grounded device, such as an NLE. The resulting static discharge can destroy the
IEEE1394 card, usually the one in the camera. The result is an expensive repair bill, as
replacement cards are generally in excess of $1600.

Fortunately, there is a inexpensive and simple solution - The Kramer PT-1FW.

The Kramer
PT-1FW

This is a 6-pin IEEE1394 isolator that uses an internal optical link to ensure that there is no
electrical path for static discharge to follow. It provides upto 15 kV of static discharge
protection. At just $137.50 (inc. GST) it is inexpensive insurance against a costly repair
bill.

Resonant Technologies stocks the PT-1FW and Firewire cables, including 4-pin to 6-pin
adapter cables.

Don't risk Firewire transfers without this protection - call us today on (03) 9646 1022.



